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CALLED TO BE PEACEMAKERS — Who me? 
 

Non-violence or non-existence? This was the stark choice Fr. John Dear 
SJ placed before the 300+ delegates at the National Justice and Peace 

Conference at Swanwick in Derbyshire last month.    
 
Father John, a tireless American peacemaker, presented the ‘war on 
terror’ as a movement towards non-existence. It was being justified by 
the Christian right in America by a spirituality of violence – they claim 
wars are justified and that ‘peace’ is ‘war’! 
 
If ever violence could be justified, he said, it was at the moment of 
Christ’s arrest; yet Christ’s command to Peter was ‘put up your sword’. 
These were Jesus’ last words to his followers prior to his imprisonment.  
 
The Christian right has hijacked the gospel message. We need to unpack 
the non-violent message of the gospel and become dynamic workers for 
peace. It is no use being critical but passive observers of what is being 
done in our name; we have to become dynamic campaigners for peace.  
 
 

HEAR MY PEOPLE CRY 
 

The 30th annual National Justice and Peace Conference will be held at 
Swanwick, Derbyshire on the weekend of 18-20 July 2008. A number of 
impressive and experienced speakers and workshop leaders will use the 
title “Hear my people cry” to explore the social justice issues that face 
Christians in the modern world. 
 

The conference will be the usual one of inspiration, personal testimonies, 
practical advice, though-provoking liturgies and spiritual reflection on a 
wide range of Justice and Peace issues. It will also offer the opportunity 
to meet people from every diocese across England and Wales attempting 
to live their lives in accordance with the challenge of the Gospel. Mike 
Anderson (of “Clapping Gloria” fame) and his group “Tongues of fire” will 
provide the music and Fr Tom Cullinan will give his spiritual insights.  
 

CAN YOU HELP WITH THE CONFERENCE? 

For the first time in 20 years Liverpool Archdiocese is acting as the 
hosts and is inviting every parish to send at least one representative. If 
you would like more details of the conference, would be willing to join the 
planning team or would be able to help to ensure the conference runs 
smoothly during the weekend please contact Steve Atherton on  
0151 522 1080/1 or e-mail s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A FAIRTRADE CHURCH? You can become a Fairtrade church if you: use 
Fairtrade tea and coffee at all your meetings; move forward on using 
other Fairtrade products; promote Fairtrade during Fairtrade Fortnight. 
Find out more on: http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved_faiths.htm 

 

 
 

The Vatican has added its 
voice to a rising chorus of 
warnings from churches 
around the world that climate 
change and abuse of the 
environment is against God's 
will,. He has urged catholics  
around the world to “respect 
creation” while "focusing on 
the needs of sustainable 
development".  
 

According to Seán McDonagh, 
a Columban missionary and 
author of books on ecology 
and religion, “..if we are pro-
life we should be banging the 
drum now about climate 
change." The reality of 
impending climate change and 
the effects it will have on the 
poor is concentrating minds 
and causing many to reassess 
their understanding of man's 
place in the world. 
 

We must recognize the impact 
that our unsustainable 
lifestyles are having on people 
and poverty in the global 
South. 

The message is simple: live 
simply, because all things are 
connected; live sustainably, so 
that all people can have 
sufficient for their needs; 
and live in solidarity with the 
world's poor, by taking action 
for the change that is needed 
to sustain our common future. 



    
 

ARE WE LIVING SIMPLY YET? 
 

livesimply was launched by CAFOD and other organisations in September 2006.  It 
can help lead us to an appreciation of the encyclical Populorum Progressio, written by 
Pope Paul VI in 1967, whose message is even more urgent today. 

 

From Populorum Progressio: God has made the earth and all that it contains for all to share.  The earth’s 
goods must be divided fairly and this right of everyone to a just share comes first.  Even the right to 
private property ….must yield to justice.  All other rights must help this basic right of every human being. 
 
Populorum Progressio and livesimply both point to the need for our active engagement in finding solutions 
to the problems of unsustainability, climate change and the conflicts that are tearing societies and nations 
apart. What does living ‘simply, sustainably and in solidarity with the poor’ really mean for us in our lives 
today? 
 

“If people are rich and do give help to those who stand in need, they only give the poor what was already 
theirs.  The earth was made for all, not just for the rich”. St Ambrose                   
      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

A NEW LIVE SIMPLY GROUP 
  

The twin parishes of Our Lady of Victories and Holy Family in Hightown and Ince Blundell have just 
recently launched a Live Simply Group. Our aim is to challenge ourselves to act in solidarity with the 
world's poor, to embrace sustainability and to live more simply.  Sounds ambitious? We think so too! We 
have had a great time brain-storming, praying and reflecting together. Lots of laughter too!  On a 
practical note, we've organised a sale of Fair Trade goods in both churches and we were gladdened by the 
enthusiasm shown by our parish communities. We have been over-whelmed with ideas- making our own re-
useable shopping bags, promoting local foods and becoming Fair Trade parishes. We've welcomed Steve 
Atherton at one of our monthly meetings and we were inspired with the materials he shared with us. 
We're looking forward to outside speakers coming to our church community to educate us, share with us 
and give us even more ideas about Living Simply. A great spin-off is that both parishes are working 
together and that we're getting to know each other and enjoy each other's company.  
     …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

“Where’s the Power Gone?”  Who has political power?  Where is the power of the Spirit? 
Find out on September 22nd All are welcome. See details below 

 

Sept 8th–9th 
9.30- 6.30  

A conference on Spirituality with Jean Vanier. Floral Hall Complex, Southport. 
Contact: 01704 834721 or chris@iranaeus.freeserve.co.uk 

Sept 22nd  
9.30 – 3.30 

Liverpool J&P Commission Annual Assembly “Where’s the Power Gone?” Speakers 
include: Niall Cooper (CAP), Fr George Robson SDB, Mark Woods (Livesimply) and a local 
MP. Drinks and lunch provided.  Workshops in the afternoon.  
LACE, Croxteth Drive, Sefton Park, LIVERPOOL. L17 1AA.  £5 waged.  £3 unwaged 
Contact: Steve Atherton or Maria Hardacre  0151 522 1080/1 or s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk 

Oct 20- 31st Tourism Concern Exhibition “Behind the Smile” Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool 

October 21st  
3pm 

Set All Free   A service of reflection and prayer for those enslaved today. Archbishop 
Patrick Kelly will preside over a service of readings, prayer, talks and reflection. 
Metropolitan Cathedral, Liverpool. More information on  www.setallfree.net 

November 
9th – 11th 

Faith and Justice Retreat with Stephen Hoyland and Fr Tom Cullinan. The theme is 
prayer: private prayer, the prayer of the church and the Eucharist.  
Cost: £84 fully residential.  £6.50 for Saturday only, bringing food to share. Loyola Hall, 
Warrington Rd, Rainhill, Prescot. L25 6NZ  
Contact: 0151 426 4137 or mail@loyolahall.co.uk  


